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PLUMAS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION


Chair: Dennis Thibeault
Vice Chair: Maria Rock‐Strong
Secretary/Treasurer: Denise Pyper
Clerk to the Commission: John Posch


Meeting Minutes for October 14, 2015


Call to Order/Roll Call:
The Meeting was called to order by Chair Dennis Thibeault at 12:05 PM
Present: Nansi Bohne, Henry Eisenman, Greg Margason, Merle Rusky, Maria Rock-Strong, Valerie Sheldon, Dennis Thibeault
Guest: Johanna Downey, Craig Settlemire
Members absent with an excused absence: Supervisor Kevin Goss, Denise Piper , Joyce Scroggs,
Staff: Louise Steenkamp, Interim MH Director; John Posch, Recording Secretary
Absent: Jimmy LaPlante, Mark Wratten
Additions to or Deletions from the Agenda: 2.) Supervisor Kevin Goss is absent. Craig Settlemire will discuss MH Director Recruitment update; 3.) The Bylaws will be tabled; 4.) Sierra House update will be tabled—Pat Amormino is occupied at work.
Public Comment Opportunity
Removal of a Commission member who is often absent was suggested. No action will be taken since that person’s membership will expire in December.
PCIRC’s Transitional sober living facility for females who have co-occurring concerns has been successful. Five women have transitioned and three clients are presently in this residence. PCIRC would like to establish a transitional sober living facility for males who are age fifteen to twenty-four in age.
Nansi Bohne’s membership application was approved by the Board of Supervisors at their Sept. 29th meeting. Welcome Nansi.
Merle Rusky arrived at 12:15 p.m.,  establishing a quorum.
1. Mental Health Commission
A. September 9, 2015 Commission meeting minutes were approved with revisions.
B. Should this Commission add ATOD services under its purview: MH Dept.Interim Director Louise Steenkamp noted there is another commission tending to ATOD services. The ATOD commission could report to this MH Commission. When the ATOD and MH departments are combined into Behavioral Health (which is the plan), co-occurring illness would become part of the regular reports to this commission. MOTION: Proposed that this MH Commission direct its concerns singularly on mental health issues.(1st, 2nd?) This motion passed with one abstention, and one negative vote. 
C. Review of Amended Bylaws was tabled.
D. Tele-Medicine practices was placed on this agenda by request at the last meeting, but no letter addressing a person’s concerns was received. Still that concern was conveyed to MH Dept. staff and the concern seems appropriate for a Quality Assurance discussion. 
2. Informational Announcements & Reports
A. Craig Settlemire reports today for Supervisor Kevin Goss. The initial interview for MH Dept. director was held and a choice was made but contract negotiations were unsuccessful. Recruitment for MH Dept. director continues and applications are being received. Additional interviews should occur in early November. The interviewers are several panel teams and each panel has had different interests and different perspectives with a breadth of perspective. Each panel is allowed eleven questions. The State requires MH Dept. directors to have some administration qualifications. Dreams of having a director who was also a psychiatrist were somewhat dashed by the report that the surrounding rural counties have all utilized Tele-Medicine for lack of ability to recruit a Psychiatrist, most likely due to the fact that urban county departments offer three to four times the salary offered by rural counties.
B. Chair’s report and announcement
Awaiting approval of this Commission’s budget. December the new Bylaws should be in effect and membership renewal or the welcoming of new Commission members will occur.
3. Committee Reports
A. Bylaws review is tabled.
4. Mental Health Department
A. The department budget submitted May 2015 was approved September 29th. There is an increased need for case manager(s) and case managers for clients of highest need.
B. Sierra House is slated for architectural improvements. There are some MHSA funds available for this. [Sierra House houses fourteen residents and is open 24/7.] When the improvements occur the residents will be relocated for four to six months to allow the refurbishment.


Public Comment Opportunity
Contact MH Dept. director Louise Steenkamp’s office to request a copy of the DRAFT Plumas County MHSA 2015-2016 Annual Update.  louisesteenkmap@countyoplumas.com
Or contact Plumas County Mental Health at 283-6307
October 15 through November 16 is Plumas County resident’s opportunity to comment on use of the MHSA FUNDS. . Comments can be verbal or written.
 October 15 is the  MHSA stakeholders’ meeting, 10 a.m. to noon, second floor of County Annex, 270 County Hospital Road, agenda will focus on implementation of MHSA Annual Update. October 15 to November 15 is the thirty-day public comment period for the MHSA Annual Update.  Comments can be verbal or written.  Written public comments should be addressed to: louisesteenkamp@countyofplumas.com 
November 16 , MHSA Public Hearing on MHSA Update, noon, at the Quincy public library, a quorum will be required. Public comments may be integrated into the Annual MHSA Update as appropriate and provided to this Commission for review and recommendation to the Plumas County Board of Supervisors. Planned presentation to the Board of Supervisors is early December and subsequent submission to the State by December 30, 2015.
[bookmark: _GoBack]December 15 The Board of Supervisors should receive this Commission’s consideration of the public comment on how to best us these MHSA funds. 
The State MHSOAC should receive from the Board of Supervisors the request December 18, 2015.
At an earlier Commission meeting the three-year plan for family wellness centers throughout the county funded by MHSA and the funding funneled out into the community: PCIRC, PRS, PUSD, Roundhouse Council, etc. of some $1.8 to $2.3 million was indicated.
In regard law enforcement’s difficulties at times dealing with the mentally ill recent legislation was signed by Governor Jerry Brown, on SB11 and SB 29. These two laws require additional training for law enforcement to in part better deal with crisis intervention and in de-escalation of tension techniques. advocacy@namica.org 
October 21, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., lunch is provided, Linda Garrett an expert on 5150 is scheduled to talk at the Plumas Sierra County Fairgrounds Mineral Building. 5150 is a topic that keeps recurring. If you wish to attend please make a reservation with Rhonda at (530) 283-6307.

A motion was made to adjourn. (1st, 2nd, time?)
The next Commission meeting is November 16, 2015, 12 noon at Quincy Public Library.
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