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PLUMAS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION


Chair: Dennis Thibeault
Vice Chair: Valerie Sheldon
[bookmark: _GoBack]Secretary/Treasurer: Nansi Bohne
Clerk to the Commission: John Posch

February 24, 2016 Special Meeting of the Plumas County Mental Health Commission
Call to order at noon. Roll Call:
Commission members present: Nansi Bohne, Joyce Scroggs, Valerie Sheldon, Maria Rock-Strong, Dennis Thibeault. Quorum established.
Commission members absent: Henry Eisenman has an excused absence. Supervisor Kevin Goss, Merle Rusky
Staff attending: John Posch, Louise Steenkamp, Monica Richardson
Guests: Johanna Downey, Nayeli Macias, Cathy Rahmeyer, Annabelle Sheldon (age seven, visitor), Lori Simpson, Estres Wellings,  Reverend Donna Wood, Craig Settlemire 
Additions to or deletions from the Agenda: Supervisor Lori Simpson can discuss item 2. B since Supervisor Kevin Goss is absent today. 
Public Comment Opportunity:
Concern voiced that IHSS staff should be required to have drug testing when dealing with clients who have prescribed drugs. There have been some reports of drug theft. Suggested Elliott Smart, Director of Social Services, be invited to discuss.
1. Mental Health Commission
A. Approve February 10, 2016 Mental Health Commission meeting minutes. Nansi Bohne so moved. Gina Rock-Strong seconded. 
B. Discussion of new member recruitment. 
C. Review contracts/timelines between Cal-MHSA, M.H. Dept. and PCIRC. There is need to review the final terms of the contract of Cal-MHSA, PCIRC, including County of Plumas, to establish Wellness Centers in the county four major communities. September 2014, M.H. Dept. director then Peter Livingston, MHSA consultant Nancy Callahan, Health Dept. director Mimi Hall, with Kemper Consulting Group developed a plan to use MHSA funds creating Wellness Centers that resulted in a contract between PCIRC and Cal-MESA. The county has an interest. This Commission’s Bylaws notes this Commission can review contracts with this Commission able to communicate with the Board of Supervisors. Discussion followed on the delay in creating Wellness Centers in Chester and Greenville due to the Interim’s MH Directors January 29th letter to PCIRC to halt all current work on these two sites. Wellness Centers exist in Quincy, in Portola on Commercial Street with two offices manned with a staff of five. Currently the Chester, California Sheriff’s substation is used. Staff available in Chester during the week. There was voiced concern a Sheriff’s substation has negative associations. Dr. Waal is refurbishing his office, the former ABC Community Center. It does not meet privacy requirement. The electrical wiring is inadequate. All four Wellness Centers will need to be accessible to the ANASAZI electronic communication system and will require fiber optic cable. A lease is in effect, a blueprint created, a contract signed for a Greenville Wellness yet PCIRC has been told to stop working on it since Ms. Steenkamp plans to turn these projects over to PRS. It is felt critical to establish Wellness Centers by year two of the three year MHSA plan. A MHSA audit is scheduled soon. When asked directly if the Commission’s objection to changing the Wellness Center’s implementation plan would have any influence on Ms. Steenkamps decision, she answered “No”. This prompted a MOTION from Joyce Scroggs that “The Plumas County Mental Health Commission send the February 10, 2016 Commission minutes to the Board of Supervisors along with a letter from Chair Dennis Thibeault to give a background on this Commission’s position on changing the Cal-MESA contract designed to establish Wellness Centers in Chester and Greenville, to the Board of Supervisors.”

2. Informational Announcements & Report
A.  Another topic was Kemper Consulting Group’s efforts that ended in September 2015, to create job descriptions and requirements for hiring new M.H. Dept. staff; and these job descriptions have been forwarded to Human Resources and being forwarded to the union. In the recruitment for the director of the yet to be established Behavioral Health Dept.--that would coordinate the M.H. Dept. and Alcohol and Other Drugs Dept.—the Board of Supervisor interview of candidates (recruitment is ongoing) could include this Commission members present but will be a closed personnel matter session. 
B. Chair’s report and announcements. Commission members without a computer, or without a computer and internet access could in the near future have this access. The M.H. Dept. could contract with PCIRC, a present contract that could be increased to reimburse for this item and service.
C. Client Advocate Report. [Client Advocate is absent today. No report.]
3. Committee Reports. No committees. No committee reports.
4. Mental Health Department
A. Report and update regarding departmental matters from Louise Steenkamp. In hiring staff: counselors, nurses a new salary grid has not been established yet. Human Resource has been helpful. Another office at County Annex for nurse and tele-psych sessions is scheduled to be moved into March 5, 2016. The receptionist’s office needs a redesign with safety glass. And ideally the Health & Human Services Building should have a centralized entry. The M.H. Dept. has experienced a 160% increase in clients! As noted earlier State legislation suggested allocating two billion dollars from the MHSA disbursed to each county to alleviate housing and homelessness concern. This would include providing mental health early intervention and support services for these residents. 
Public Comment:
 A grammatical suggestion was to encourage using the word “assign” staff rather than the word “deploy”. A bald tire was observed on a County of Plumas 5150 transportation van despite some fifteen thousand spent on vehicle maintenance! If a maintenance need is observed, telephone (530) 283-6307.
Motion to adjourn made by Nansi Bohne and seconded by Valerie Sheldon.
Adjournment
The next meeting is scheduled Wednesday, March 9, 2016, Plumas County Library, Quincy, California.
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