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PLUMAS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION


Chair: Dennis Thibeault
Vice Chair: Maria Rock‐Strong
Secretary/Treasurer: Nansi Bohne
Clerk to the Commission: John Posch

PLUMAS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION
February 10, 2016
Call to order at 12:05 a.m., noon. Roll Call:
Commission members present: Nansi Bohne, Henry Eisenman, Joyce Scroggs, Valerie Sheldon, Dennis Thibeault, Gina Rock-Strong
Commission members absent: Merle Rusky, Kevin Goss
Staff attending: Louise Steenkamp, Aimee Heaney, John Posch
Guests: Johanna Downey, Anne Gaudet,  Kelly Holland, Leah Irons, Cathy Rahmeyer, Craig Settlemire,
Additions or deletions from the agenda: Michael Gunter is ill. Had been scheduled to report on Quality Improvement efforts.
Public Comment Opportunity: March 22 and 23, 2016 PCIRC will present Chris Anderson a well-known Speaker, to conduct a six hour full day training on the topic of male survivors of sexual abuse. Louise Steenkamp introduced Aimee Heaney who has just been hired as the MHSA Coordinator.

1. Mental Health Commission
A. Approve Minutes of the Public Hearing on MHSA funding, and Mental Health Commission December 9, 2015 meeting. Nansi Bohne moved to approve the Public Hearing discussion and Valerie Sheldon seconded. Nansi Bohne moved to approve the December 9, 2015 Commission meeting minutes. Henry Eisenman seconded. Joyce Scroggs abstained. Minutes approved.
B. New Commission member recruitment. Commission members should encourage interested people to attend a meeting or several meetings of this Commission before considering becoming a member. Interested people are encouraged to attend. This Commission typically meets the second Wednesday of each month at noon.
C. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discussion of proposed change to Commission-approved MHSA Plan. It was brought to the Chair’s attention that a major change is being proposed in the implementation of the establishment of Wellness Centers. The original plan was that PCIRC would establish Centers in Chester, Quincy, Greenville and Portola. The Portola and Quincy Centers are operational, but Chester and Greenville are still in the formation stage. The Interim MH Director is proposing that PRS assume the responsibility for running the Chester and Greenville sites. When asked why, the reasons given had to do with timelines and sustainability. County Counsel Craig Settlemire said that this wasn’t technically a change in the approved plan since the County contracted with Cal-MHSA to implement a plan, and PCIRC is a subcontractor with Cal-MHSA. MH has the right to change subcontractors. After much discussion, the Commission was not convinced that this change would speed up the process  and expressed concern about PRS’s ability to do any better than PCIRC. Nansi Bohne moved that the MH Department continue on the current path with PCIRC. Joyce Scroggs seconded. Motion passed unanimously. A meeting with Craig Settlemire, Louise Steenkamp, Johanna Downey and CalMHSA will be scheduled soon to gather contractual information about timelines. The results of this meeting will be reported at a Special Meeting of the Commission on February 24th.
2. Informational Announcement & Reports
A. Mental Health Director Recruitment update: Kevin Goss is very busy and unable to attend today. The earlier candidate for Behavioral Health Dept. director the negotiations fell through. The Board of Supervisors will directly interview the current three or four candidates. [The three panels have been discontinued.] But this Commission can have representatives participate in the interview process and should now receive an alert to attend
B. Chair report: The department has funds for Commission member (and recording-secretary) to have a computer with internet connection provided and should be in place by the next meeting.  The process needs to be established.
C.  Client Advocate: no report.
3. Committee Reports: none
4. Mental Health Department
A. Michael Gunter is ill. But communication did continue with the tele-medicine client who requested privacy during the tele-medicine conferencing with the psychiatrist.
B. The Kemper Consulting Group contract ended December 2015. Mental Health and ATOD departments have yet to be consolidated into a Behavioral Health Department due to the Kemper Groups recommendation that full implantation depend on the hiring of a new Director. The plan for current staff to receive a salary adjustment has yet to be presented. Each staff member has about forty cases to tend. Ads are being run. A salary structure has yet to be implemented. [Kemper Consulting Group made recommendations. July 2015 the Board of Supervisors approved.] The demand for mental health services has increased. The continuation of services are being provided adequately. A.O.D. Dept. has asked for office space at the Annex office and will transfer nursing staff there. Currently counselors are doubling and tripling up in office space.. At the state and local level there is a great need for housing and a State legislature proposal was to take two billion dollars from MHSA to fund housing need. Reported that there is quite a number of local clients who are homeless. 
Public Comment Opportunity
A wish that this Commission would do something positive for Mental Health Awareness Month such as NAMI had displaying client artwork. Something in the newspaper
This meeting adjourned at 2 p.m. approximately. 
A special meeting is scheduled in two weeks: February 24, noon, at the same location: 445 Jackson Street, Quincy public library.
February 10, 2016 Plumas County Mental Health Commission Meeting

image1.png




