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PLUMAS COUNTY MENTAL HEALTH COMMISSION


Chair: Dennis Thibeault
Vice Chair: Maria Rock‐Strong
Secretary/Treasurer: Denise Pyper
Clerk to the Commission: John Posch


Meeting Minutes for September 9 2015


Call To Order/Roll Call:
The Meeting was called to order by Chair Dennis Thibeault at 12:05 PM
Present: Henry Eisenman, Supervisor Kevin Goss, Greg Margason, (excused absence Denise Pyper), (excused absence Joyce Scroggs), Merle Rusky, Maria Rock-Strong, Valerie Sheldon, Louise Steenkamp, Dennis Thibeault
	Absent:	Jimmy LaPlante, Mark Wratten
	Other Attendees: Nansi Bohne, Johanna Downey, Craig Settlemire, , Heidi Wakefield
	Recording Secretary: John Posch
A quorum was achieved.
Additions to or deletions from the Agenda: none.
Public comment opportunity
A number of complaints were submitted regarding the Tele-med process. Chair Thibeault requested a letter be submitted to him and these issues could be agendized for the next meeting.
Action Agenda
1. Mental Health Commission
A. Review of June 10, 2015 meeting minutes. Supervisor Goss moved, Gina Rock-Strong seconded to approve the June 10, 2015 meeting minutes. One abstention.
B.  Membership:
1.  Supervisor Goss moved, Merle Rusky seconded approval of Commission Membership application  of Nansi Bohne for submission to Board of Supervisors. 
	2. Commissioner Steenkamp has been appointed interim Director of MH, which puts her qualification in conflict with Commission Bylaws. Ms. Steenkamp will submit a letter of resignation.
2. Informational announcements and reports
	A. Meetings 
September 17, MHSA Stakeholder meeting, 10 a.m. to noon, second floor of County Annex Building, 260 County Hospital Road, and agenda will focus on implementation of MHSA funded programs. Public is welcome.
 October 15	MHSA Stakeholder meeting, 10 a.m. to noon, second floor of County Annex Building, 260 County Hospital Road, and agenda will focus on MHSA Annual Update. October 15-November 15 is the thirty-day public comment period for the MHSA Annual Update. Written public comments should be addressed to LouiseSteenkamp@countyofplumas.com .
November 16, MHSA Public Hearing on MHSA Update, noon at the Quincy public library, a quorum will be required. This hearing is to receive written and verbal public comments about the MHSA Plan Update. Public comments may be integrated into the Annual MHSA Update as appropriate and provided to the Commission for review and recommendation to the Plumas County Board of Supervisors. Planned presentation to the BOS should occur by early December and submission to the State by December 30, 2015. Updates, meeting agenda and minutes, funded program information will be displayed on the www.CountyofPlumas.com webpage under the M.H. Dept. designation of MHSA.
B.Chair Report	
To have an informed Commission, the Bylaws (under consideration), and Robert’s Rules of Order were made available. 
Chair Dennis Thibeault crafted a budget with Monica Richardson, the Financial Officer for the M.H. Dept. If approved, the budget includes funding for computers with home internet service for Commission members presently without.  This would include the recording-secretary who utilizes the public access computers. The Commission budget will also pay for membership in the statewide Association of MH Commissions and conference expenses. The association provides information on the work of other County Commissions . Future Commission activities could include a panel to inspect the Sierra House using a template established by this group. 
There were two candidates for M.H. Dept. director. There were three panels that conducted interviews with the candidates, including a stakeholder’s panel, which included 3 members of the MH Commission. (The law says the M.H. Commission has a say in the department director hiring process.) Negotiations were entered into with a possible hire, but the candidate withdrew from consideration.
The transitional sober living environment has been established and is in use at capacity. There are four wellness centers planned for the county, which will be reported on at a later date.
3. Committee reports
The first draft of the Bylaws is available to review. Please review and consider—this is a thirty day notification—and contribute your thoughts at the next Commission meeting. The Bylaw format has been changed; a couple items have been added. The document has been reconfigured a bit: clarified disqualifications and probably the biggest change is in terms of Commission membership.
4. Mental Health Department
Interim Director Louise Steenkamp provided a handout of two pages that outlined Plumas County ten programs funded by MHSA from 2014 to 2017 (twenty-five months). These two pages document the distribution 2014 to 2017 for specific purpose(s) (programs) $2,971,300 of MHSA funds. 
 Mimi Hall and the Kemper Consulting Group have facilitated the creation of these programs, and the use of those MHSA funds. {The expense for an hour visit with a tele-med psychiatrist is $240 to $280.) 
The formation of an Alcohol and Drug Advisory Board was presented. Discussion ensued about the possibility of coming the M.H. Commission and the AOD Advisory Board. There is no mandate for combining but there are co-occurring health conditions that might be best addressed in coordination. It was proposed the topic be added as a discussion item in a future meeting.
The merger of the M.H. and A.O.D. is underway but “official declaration” has not taken place.
Public Comment Opportunity
Public service announcement that Head Start “1 through 5” program has open enrollment and provides if needed mental health services for children.
E-mail dennisthibeault@att.net Chair Dennis Thibeault in regard agenda discussion items.
Supervisor Goss moved, Gina Rock-Strong seconded that this meeting adjourn.
Adjournment until October 14, 2015.
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