NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
TO: [ ] Office of Planning & Research FROM: Plumas County Board of Supervisors
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 520 Main Street, Room 309
Sacramento, CA 95814 Quincy, CA 95971
(530) 283-6170
[X] County Clerk, County of Plumas

Project Title: Advancing Biomass Combined Heat and Power Technology to Support Rural California,
the Environment, and Electric Grid

Project Location: 270 County Hospital Road, Quincy, CA 95971

Description of Project: The purpose of this project is to fund the design and construction of a biomass-
fired combined heat and power system (CHP) plant and district energy system located at the Plumas
County Health and Human Services (PHHS) facility and the neighboring Feather River College (FRC)
dormitories in Quincy, California.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Plumas County Board of Supervisors

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Plumas County Public Facilities Department

Exempt Status (Check one)

[ ] No possible significant environmental effect (Sec. 21082.2; 15061(b)(3));

[ 1 Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);

[X] Categorical Exemption(s). Section Number: 15302(c), 15303(d), 15061(b)(3), 15281
[ ] Statutory Exemptions. State Code Number: CEQA 15264

[ ] Emergency Project (Section 15269)

Reason why project is exempt:

1) The zoning on the property is C-2 (Periphery Commercial). The County Health and Human Services
Building has a Special Use Permit for the land use as a “public service facility” as required by the
Zoning Code. There is no Zoning Code discretional land use decision involved in the replacement of
the heating system for the building. Replacing one type of heating system with another type of heating
system does not change the use of the building as a public service facility.

2) Consistent with Class 2 exemption under California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) Guidelines
section 15302(c), the project involves the replacement of two heating systems that will not expand the
capacity of the utility distribution system. Additionally, the Board takes notice that Class 2
exemptions are not subject to exception analysis under section 15300.2.

3) The Board also finds that a Class 3 exemption, under Section 15303(d) applies as this is a utility
project converting heating systems.



4) This project also qualifies for an exemption under Section 15061(b)(3) as it can be seen with certainty
that a small heating system replacement project within existing buildings such as this project, will
produce only 65 kW of electricity and 800 kW of thermal energy per year will not have a significant
impact on the environment.

5) Ministerial actions are exempt from CEQA requirements. This project will involve the issuance of a
building permit and a permit from the air quality board. Building permits are a ministerial action
exempt from CEQA under section 15268(b) of the Guidelines.

6) An air quality permit issued under a CEQA exemption is a ministerial action under section 15281 of
the Guidelines.

Lead Agency Contact Person: Randy Wilsqn«,'(5//30) 283-6214
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