March 11, 2015 Plumas County Mental Health Commission Meeting

Commission members: Johanna Downey, Henry Eisenman, Kevin Goss, Jimmy LaPlante, Denise Pyper,
Maria Rock-Strong, Valerie Sheldon, Joyce Scroggs, Louise Steenkamp, attended today.

Staff members: Peter Livingston, Jessica McGill, John Posch and Craig Settlemire attended today’s
meeting.

Guest: Dennis Thibeault attended.

Orie Carden’s membership has expired. Tracy Ingle has resigned. 3

Commission members: Greg Margason, Merle Rusky, and M‘k Wratten did not attend today.
At 11:45 a.m. the food arrived.

1. Call to order.

2. Asked, “When did Commission members last rece opy of mission member handbook and
Roberts Rules of Order?” The best guess.was two years . Procyal items that ne@co be addressed
in order for this meeting to be conducte*more proper and orderly manner: Do we have a quorum?
In regard current membership status, Denise noted.that Tracy Ingle.resigned leaving eleven current
Commission members. Supervisor Lori Simpson suggested having &Commission members.

Supervisor Ms. Thrall suggesteédithat this Co sion consider.and make a suggestion to the Board of

Supervisors within sixt ion’s pref(ince for Commission member

considerations due to contract and/or
anna is welcome to attend, in regards the
nkamp and Jimmy LaPlante of two other

ered qualified to remain as Commission members. The court

of the county an e a contract with a mental health agency. Commission members should have no

financial interest in ency’s actions or be in a contract receiving funds or have a self-interest that
would not benefit the of the Commission as a whole. This Commission’s responsibility is to
provide advice to the Board of Supervisors. The county is considered a single legal entity. County
employees can serve as Commission members if their county department is not connected to the county
mental health service. Items a county department employee has an interest who is also a Commission
member cannot enter the discussion—possibly leave the room during the discussion, without
communicating involved in the discussion though it is human nature to argue one’s decision. A
memorandum of understanding can be a contract. An earlier stipulation on Commission membership
requirement restricted membership to mental health professionals! Today fifty percent of Commission
members should have an interest in the mental health department services either as a consumer or as a

family member. The Board of Supervisors needs to know the status of Commission members and the
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bylaws could address this topic. The Alcohol and other drugs department considers at times co-
occurrence. Veteran’s Affairs offers insight also. A concern if county employees were eliminated from
this Commission when actually they could offer presentations (the homeless,...) from their department’s
perspective. Kathleen O’Bryant of PCIRC and Johanna Downey—perhaps Kathleen’s efforts are as a
service under the umbrella grouping of PCIRC Should Kathleen and Johanna be disqualified from being
Commission? Is there a conflict of interest? How does the Commission deal with a possible dilemma?
The Board of Supervisors could decide. Are they not eligible? If there is a formal decision, would that
require a resignation? For quorum considerations today Johanna is being included. Jimmy LaPlante
could continue as a Commission member but could require a changei}the bylaws.

3. Roll Call

7

d Pet
consultation with County Counsel; and was e-mailed out Friday last we

4. Agenda The agenda today is two pages long. Gina, Deni reated today’s agenda with
four-fifth vote is need by

appointed Commission members to add an Agen

. Today’s agenda ived a compliment but a
rals in the outline. Should these Commission
meetings be limited to two hours? Or be open-ende donc eting the business at hand? The
library conference is usually limited to hour visits. C it oked for three ? The Board of
Supervisor’s chambers offers live strea&o The Dept. of Social Services has a conference room.

Joyce moved that a starting time be established but.was open to

request was made not to continue to use Roman

sidering an open-ended meeting.

Denise and others have duties that require to leaveafter tw s of meeting.
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